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Considering how we, the residents of Novi Sad, chatter, discuss, and babble about happenings, performances and other cultural events, attending them on the basis of recommendations from friends, acquaintances, even random passbyers, overhearing them in coffee shops, nearby park benches.. It suddenly becomes so evident how dependent we are on the space currently reserved for culture.

The city already offers a variety of open public spaces, parks, and squares, rich with visitors but lacking appropriate urban fittings to accompany their needs. What is particularly missing in these environments is something to trigger a cultural exchange, thus creating a place where everything commences and ends in a boomerang fashion.

One place of particular interest for our project is Katolička porta (The yard of the Catholic Church); a place chosen intuitively by the locals as one of the city’s main gathering spots, a place to relax, a space to host an event or to pass through randomly, a place of spontaneity providing service to visitors of all age groups. 

The project idea is to confront the notions of acknowledged deficiency in adequate ways for communicating culture related information with the advantages the yard of the Catholic Church offers in its role as a popular gathering spot. The Yard offers a mechanism for socialization through archetypical familiarity with public benches as symbols of public communication and modern technology.
The spirit of open and clear space provided by the Yard with its straight, rectangular base is being continuously disrupted to form sharp triangular areas sketched by the course of movement of random bypassers. This foundation can be used to develop unique urban fittings which would assemble together the sharp, geometrical, sculpture-like features armed with 3M mini projectors. Such projectors emit information in shape of images, text, or video footage, utilizing human extremities (palm of a hand or the whole human body) as projecting surfaces picking up all information given out within the 2m radius. Obviously, the information delivered in this way cannot be contained forever, and thus needs to be communicated, shared, or ‘liberated’. Scattered spatial distribution of 3M projectors and information sent out by them leads to human movement and exploration of new sources of auditory and visual stimuli, this further leading to the establishment of some sort of random play in search of the most appealing cultural event or knowledge being presently advertised. Specially designed urban furniture employs fibber cement as a recognized and ecologically acceptable construction material which easily blends into the existing environment and can be installed and spatially manipulated without great difficulties.

The main advantage of the proposed concept manifests itself through direct, unassisted utilization of the informative service, without any further requirements for data processing and storage equipment. By using ourselves as projecting surfaces this service becomes available to anyone and everyone. There are no activity related side products in form of unnecessary waste, fliers, and posters to choke our perception of the environment. It is our ambition to exploit the instruments of design in creation of such sculpted structures (i.e. “cultural markets”) and to transfer the process of art creation into public spaces, thus in effect becoming symbols of Novi Sad’s cultural organism.

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO PROVIDE SPACE FOR CULTURE IN THE PALM OF YOUR HAND!!!

